VZCZCXR05732 

00  RUEHAG  RUEHAO  RUEHAP  RUEHAT  RUEHBC  RUEHBI  RUEHBL  RUEHBZ  RUEHCD 
RUEHCHI  RUEHCI  RUEHCN  RUEHDA  RUEHDE  RUEHDF  RUEHDT  RUEHDU  RUEHED  RUEHEL 
RUEHFK  RUEHFL  RUEHGA  RUEHGD  RUEHGH  RUEHGI  RUEHGR  RUEHHA  RUEHHM  RUEHHO 
RUEHHT  RUEHIHL  RUEHIK  RUEHJO  RUEHJS  RUEHKN  RUEHKR  RUEHKSO  RUEHKUK 
RUEHKW  RUEHLA  RUEHLH  RUEHLN  RUEHLZ  RUEHMA  RUEHMC  RUEHMJ  RUEHMR  RUEHMRE 
RUEHMT  RUEHNAG  RUEHNG  RUEHNH  RUEHNL  RUEHNP  RUEHNZ  RUEHPA  RUEHPB  RUEHPD 
RUEHPOD  RUEHPT  RUEHPW  RUEHQU  RUEHRD  RUEHRG  RUEHRN  RUEHROV  RUEHRS 
RUEHTM  RUEHTRO  RUEHVC  RUEHVK  RUEHYG 
DE  RUEHC  #9870/01  2341349 
ZNR  UUUUU  ZZH 
O 211344Z  AUG  08 
FM  SECSTATE  WASHDC 

TO  ALL  DIPLOMATIC  AND  CONSULAR  POSTS  COLLECTIVE  IMMEDIATE 

INFO  RUEHTRO /AMEMBASSY  TRIPOLI  IMMEDIATE  2374 

RHEHAAA/WHITE  HOUSE  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE  3533 

RHEHNSC/NSC  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE  1300 

RUEKJCS/ SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFISS/ JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE 

RUEKJCS/ SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC/ /USD : SOLIC/ / IMMEDIATE 

RHRMAKS/ COMFIFTHFLT  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFIUU/ COMSIXTHFLT  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFIUU/NGA  HQ  BETHESDA  MD  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFIUU/ COMSOCEUR  VAIHINGEN  GE  IMMEDIATE 

RHHJJAA/JICPAC  PEARL  HONOLULU  HI  IMMEDIATE 

RHHMUNA/HQ  USPACOM  HONOLULU  HI  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFIUU/ CDR  USSOCOM  MACDILL  AFB  FL  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFISS/ CDR  USCENTCOM  MACDILL  AFB  FL  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFIUU/ CDR  USJFCOM  NORFOLK  VA  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFISS/ CDR  USEUCOM  VAIHINGEN  GE  IMMEDIATE 

RUEADWD/HQ  DA  WASHINGTON  DC//DAPE : PRO//  IMMEDIATE 

RUEADWD/HQ  DA  WASHINGTON  DC/ /DAPE-PRR-C/ / IMMEDIATE 

RUEADWD/HQ  DA  WASHINGTON  DC/ /DAPE : MO/ / IMMEDIATE 

RUEADWD/DA  WASHINGTON  DC//DAMO-AOC-CAT//PCC//  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFIUU/ CDR  USSTRATCOM  OFFUTT  AFB  NE  IMMEDIATE 

RHEFDIA/DIA  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE 

RHEFDIA/DIA  WASHINGTON  DC//TWC//  IMMEDIATE 

RUEKJCS/ JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE 

RUEKJCS/ JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC/ / J-3 : JOD/ / IMMEDIATE 

RUEKJCS/ JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC/ / J- 1 / / J-3 : JOD/ / IMMEDIATE 

RHMFISS/ CDR  USSOUTHCOM  MIAMI  FL  IMMEDIATE 

RUMIAAA/HQ  USSOUTHCOM  J2  MIAMI  FL  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFISS/HQ  USSOUTHCOM  J3  MIAMI  FL  IMMEDIATE 

RUEAIIA/ CIA  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE  6653 

RHMCSUU/FBI  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE  0883 

UNCLAS  SECTION  01  OF  02  STATE  089870 

SENSITIVE 

SIPDIS 

E.O.  12958:  N/A 

TAGS:  AEMR  ASEC  CASC  KFLO  MARR  PREL  PINR  AMGT  GG 

SUBJECT:  TFGG01:  GEORGIA  TASK  FORCE  SITUATION  REPORT  NO.  29 

RUSSIANS  BLOCK  POTI , ARREST  "SPY" 


1.1 . (SBU)  Russian  troops  are  using  armored  personnel 
carriers  to  block  the  bridge  into  Poti,  media  report. 
Embassy  Tbilisi  received  reports  of  Gori  checkpoints 
being  moved  to  the  city  outskirts.  (TF/Embassy  Tbilisi 
telcon,  AP) 

12.  (SBU)  Explosions  were  reported  throughout  August  20 
at  Senaki  base.  (TF/Embassy  Tbilisi  e-mail) 

13.  (U)  Russian  authorities  announced  they  arrested  a 
senior  Russian  army  officer  of  Georgian  descent  in  the 
Stavropol  region  on  suspicion  of  spying  for  Georgia. 

( moscowtimes . ru ) 

14.  (U)  Human  Rights  Watch  called  on  Russia  to  clear 
unexploded  bombs,  particularly  cluster  munitions, 
littering  areas  of  Georgia.  Russia  denied  deploying 
such  munitions.  (Reuters) 

15.  (U)  Russian  officials  reported  64  Russian  soldiers 


have  been  killed  and  323  wounded  in  the  conflict. 
(ITAR-TASS) 

MOSCOW  RECALLS  NATO  AMBASSADOR  FOR  CONSULTATIONS 


1.6 .  (SBU)  Russian  DFM  Grushko  said  Moscow  is  reviewing 
its  relationship  with  NATO,  including  military 
cooperation  programs.  (TF/Embassy  Moscow  telcon) 


EVANS  CHILDREN  SAFE  AT  EMBASSY  TBILISI,  TO  RETURN  TO  U.S. 


1.7.  (SBU)  The  French  Ambassador  to  Georgia  returned  to 
Tbilisi  with  the  two  Evans  children,  who  were  met  at  the 
embassy  by  Representative  Chris  Smith  (R-NJ)  and  their 
father.  The  family  is  planning  to  return  to  the  United 
States  in  the  next  few  days.  (TF/Embassy  Tbilisi  e- 
mail ) 


HUMANITARIAN  AID  UPDATE 


1.8.  (U)  A 17-person  ICRC  team  visited  the  main  hospital 

in  Tskhinvali  to  assess  medical  and  surgical  needs. 

( Reuters ) 


CHAIRMAN  BERMAN,  SENATOR  LUGAR  TBILISI-BOUND 


1.9.  (SBU)  House  Armed  Forces  Committee  Chairman  Berman 
(D-CA)  plans  to  visit  Tbilisi  August  22.  (TF/Embassy 
Paris  e-mail) 

1.10.  (SBU)  Senator  Lugar  (R-IN)  will  visit  Georgia 
August  23.  (TF/Embassy  Tbilisi  e-mail) 

1.11.  (U)  Minimize  considered. 


RICE 


